
We are once again writing to express our concern regarding the application about the 7-11 
Corporation to establish a business at the current Duchess Restaurant site.  We are incredulous 
that the traffic study is predicting a minor increase to traffic in and out of Birch Road.  From 
what we understand, as residents we are considered “pass by credits”.  What does that really 
mean?  On a weekend when we are doing errands, transporting kids to sports, etc. we could 
potentially be driving out of our road turning in either direction at least 10 times on a Saturday.  
Are you telling me that we don’t count in the numbers?   
 
As has already been discussed, the I-95 Southbound Exit 13 requires crossing to an island 
before being able to take a left.  In the last few years the CT DOT changed the pattern making 
the southbound Post Road down to only one lane which means that anyone who exits the 
southbound Exit 13 with the intent of travelling south on the Post Road must cross 3 lanes of 
traffic.  How will that work with the large tractor trailers estimated to utilize the fuel at 7-11? 
Won’t the increase of vehicles add to potential safety issues?  Will the vehicles block the 
northbound Post Road as they try to get into the island in order to turn left? From our amateur 
view it seems that there is a large amount of traffic coming from the box stores in Norwalk 
entering the I-95 entrance.  Has anyone looked at how many cars/trucks, etc need to cross that 
lane in order to continue south on the Post Road? 
 
Additionally, we understand that there will be an attempt to prohibit left turns out of the 
proposed site.  Given that the southbound I-95 traffic can be horrific, what happens if these 
large trucks as well as the other expected traffic to the site decide to essentially make a u-turn 
at the island and head south on the Post Road into town?  Won’t that increase traffic?  And the 
low railroad overpass clearance will force the trucks to then proceed down West Avenue in 
order to gain access to I-95 South.  Won’t that increase traffic?  
 
All of this is a long way of saying that we are seriously concerned about the increase in traffic as 
well as the increase in potential accidents as a result of the proposed application.  When traffic 
patterns return to pre-pandemic levels, we believe that the expected increases make this 
application untenable. Please, please do not approve this. 
 
Thank you. 
Tamsin and Tim Sickinger 
17 Birch Road 
203-655-0220 
Resident since 1991 
 
 


