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Doneit, Fred

From: Michael Kennedy <mkennedy068@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 11:16 AM
To: Stevenson, Jayme; Olvany, Stephen; jenniferleahy@gmail.com; Ginsberg, Jeremy; 

Huffard, Kim; Cunningham, Kevin; Anderson, Don; DarienARB; DarienPZC; 
jennifer.leahy@elliman.com

Cc: Luisa de Samame-Spear; Terry Bock; David Smith
Subject: Follow-up To 7-Eleven Traffic Study and Issues with Results

First Selectman Stevenson and Committee Members: 
 
First, thank you for the opportunity last night allowing myself and others to give public comment into the 
decision process and the seriousness and great care you are taking with this matter. 
 
I respectfully wish to clarify a point that was made during the meeting regarding my conclusion, simply put that 
traffic levels are the highest during the weekend and must be considered in the redevelopment to of the Duchess 
property to the large scale 7-Eleven convenience store and gas station.  
 
My conclusion of the existing (pre-COVID) significant traffic increase over the weekend is based on my 
experience of driving the roads of Darien for the past 18 years and does not require a professional engineering 
license. 
 
Not only common knowledge to all residents in town, it is highlighted in many local traffic studies (like Heights 
Redevelopment and the Corbin Study) performed by licensed traffic and civil engineers that conclude without 
question, the weekends are critical to decision making for our town's  major roads. 
 
My experience as an Engineer and in Data Analytics are highlighted to provide you some context of my 
background. Although I'm not a traffic expert in any way other than as a driver, I have the training and 
experience to critically question study results and conclusions in other data heavy fields. It doesn't take a 
reliance on traffic science to see there is a glaring problem. 
 
To recap my reasoning. It is stated in the 7-Eleven and town study provides, this set of intersections are going to 
double in traffic during the week, causing an already hazardous intersection to get worse. A fact agreed by the 
town traffic engineer. 
 
Therefore, using common sense, additional weekend traffic on top of the development plan will make a very 
bad intersection to become worse, then adding in weekend traffic still further worse. One does not have to have 
a certification to draw this conclusion.  The question is how much worse, and is safety important? 
 
With a complete lack of anything meaningful in the 7-Eleven and town studies provided about the most critical 
point (the weekend), we can form some understanding of the magnitude of the problem with a very basic and 
common sense comparison to scale.  
 
The scale I provided was simple math, 187% increase in traffic given. Specifically, the 7-Eleven proposed 
100% increase compounded by a 40% spike during the weekend.  This is +315 additional cars flooding the 
intersections above current hazardous conditions. Not trivial. The starting point for these numbers are based on 
the facts in the published 7-Eleven report. 
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I see no other study providing an alternative number to the recognized +40% which the CT DOT cites as the 
swell in traffic at the Darien Rest Areas during peak auto traffic on the weekend. I completely understand these 
are two different kinds of roads. It's reasonable to me to think, given the undisputed fact of +40% increase to the 
Rest Area volume during this time, what is the number of cars taking the off ramp to 7-Eleven would see? Not 
zero. 
 
If the +40% is disputed, what is the number? We know it is meaningful from driving today on the weekend. 
What is the threshold where the risk to our town's safety is far too high. Using +30% which is conservative, still 
gives a staggering increase from the current existing conditions.  
 
I am interested and request we hear from the city traffic engineer, what is his experience with the weekend 
traffic and is that relevant? Notwithstanding the availability of the data at present. 
 
By not including or not studying the most hazardous weekend impact in any real or scientific way and making a 
conclusion about the development of a major piece of infrastructure that can't be undone if this is a 
wrong choice is not reasonable. 
 
As I stated last evening, this is like performing a COVID study not including people over 60 or an highway 
accident study not including people driving over the speed limit. My qualifications in these two areas are 
limited but it's common sense and simple science to draw a conclusion. I stand by the analogy and logic. Safety 
and lives are at stake. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
--  
Michael Kennedy 
9 Royle Road 
 (he/him) 


