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From: Robert Maslan <rmaslan@maslanlaw.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 5:23 PM 
To: Ginsberg, Jeremy <jginsberg@darienct.gov>; Doneit, Fred <fdoneit@darienct.gov> 
Cc: Cal Ahmad (cal@modernpay.us) <cal@modernpay.us>; Wilder Gleason 
<wilder.gleason@gleasonllc.com>; asouchuns@hssklaw.com 
Subject: 7-Eleven Zoning Application/Hearing

Dear Jeremy and Fred:

As you know, we represent Smart Foods of Darien, which owns the Mobil station at 211 Boston Post 
Road.

On November 18, 2020,  we submitted a PowerPoint presentation and several additional documents 
(Listed as Items 47-53 on the pending applications page) for a presentation we had planned to make 
during the Planning and Zoning Commission’s November 24, 2020 session of the public hearing. Due to 
the lengthy presentations and neighbor comments during that session, we did not make a live 
presentation. 

The PowerPoint presentation and additional documents are well detailed and we believe that the 
Commission will find them helpful in considering the application. Rather than take more time with a live 
presentation this evening, we ask instead that the Commission members review our submissions, and 
allow us an opportunity to answer any remaining questions the Commission members might have for us 
if the hearing is not closed this evening.

As outlined in the PowerPoint, the Commission should deny the application for several reasons. The 
Zoning Regulations do not allow retail food establishments in the SB Zone, and the site does not qualify 
for any of the exceptions. The Commission undertook an extensive review of the Zoning Regulations in 
2019, and adopted several revisions after extensive consideration. There is no need to revisit the same 
regulations for the 7-Eleven application. The minimum 1,200 square foot floor area for dining space was 
considered and not changed in 2019. The Commission adopted a new definition of retail food 
establishment, and the record is clear that retail food establishments, similar to the proposed 7-Eleven 
store, are prohibited in the SB Zone. The Commission also adopted new sign regulations after 
substantial consideration, and there is no need to revise them again for 7-Eleven. Consideration should 
also be given the limiting conditions that were imposed in the other gas station approvals in Darien, and 
keep in mind that the mini-marts were conversions of existing repair shops that were no longer 
productive in traditional gas stations.

Kindly forward this email to the Commission members.

Thank you.

Robert F. Maslan, Jr. 
Maslan Associates P.C. 
30 Old King's Highway South 
Darien, CT 06820 
Phone: 203-656-3800 
Facsimile 203-656-1624 
RMaslan@maslanlaw.com 
 
The information contained in this e-mail message may be privileged and confidential information and is 
intended only for the use of the individual and/or entity identified in the alias address of this message.  If 
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible to deliver it 
to the intended recipient, you are hereby requested not to distribute or copy this communication. If you 
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have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone or return e-mail 
and delete the original message from your system.  Thank you.
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