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Eberhardt, Tamara

From: DarienPZC
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 9:17 AM
To: Eberhardt, Tamara
Cc: Ginsberg, Jeremy
Subject: FW: WHAT'S NEXT ON THE 7-ELEVEN APPLICATION 

Tamara, 
Please post to the web. Thanks! F 
 
 

From: Luisa de Samame‐Spear <ls@lssconsultant.com>  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 1:06 PM 
To: Olvany, Stephen <solvany@darienct.gov>; DarienPZC <darienpzc@darienct.gov>; DarienZBA 
<darienzba@darienct.gov>; DarienARB <darienarb@darienct.gov>; DarienEPC <darienepc@darienct.gov>; Huffard, Kim 
<khuffard@darienct.gov>; Anderson, Don <danderson@darienct.gov>; Buch, Bob <bbuch@darienct.gov>; McEwan, 
Marc <mmcewan@darienct.gov>; Stevenson, Jayme <jstevenson@darienct.gov>; Cc: David Smith 
<David@davidssmith.net>; Terry Bock <Bock.terry@gmail.com>; nick@fvfunds.com; Rob Levinson 
<rob.levinson@gmail.com>; Michael Kennedy <mkennedy068@gmail.com>; David Genovese 
<david.genovese@baywater.net> 
Subject: WHAT'S NEXT ON THE 7‐ELEVEN APPLICATION  

 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
 
The update below was posted at change.org reaching 1,400 petitioners who are Darien taxpayers.   
We look forward to  the PZC meeting on March 16, 2021 and further postings on the pending 7-Eleven 
application file.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Luisa Spear  
23 Pond Lane  
Darien CT  
 
 
 

UPDATE ON THE 7-ELEVEN APPLICATION 
AND WHAT’S NEXT 
  
FEB 19, 2021 —  
  
UPDATE ON THE 7-ELEVEN APPLICATION AND WHAT’S NEXT: 
 

o   A PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION HEARING ON MARCH 16, 2021 
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o   THE FIRE MARSHALL DETERMINATION ON SAFETY AND UNOBSTRUCTED 
ACCESS   

  
Below is an update of the 7-Eleven application to construct the largest gas station in Darien with 12-
fuel service stations, a quick service restaurant and a 4,000 SF retail space that effectively becomes 
an alternate I-95 highway rest stop. 

Our community has voiced its vehement opposition at the Town’s 7-Eleven public hearings, sent over 
150 letters and emails, published well researched presentations and signed 1,400+ petitions that are 
now in the Town’s public file, along with forms, plans, engineering and traffic consultant reports that to 
date amount to over 100 entries. Click here and scroll to 7-Eleven, Inc. | Pending 

The 7-Eleven application process started on August of 2020 and required the active participation of 
several Darien Commissions and Boards to review the land use, amendments and proposed 
variances to the very Town rules and regulations that protect our community, property values and 
quality of life. 

After close to 8 months, the following Commissions and Boards have reviewed in depth various 
aspects of the 7-Eleven application:  

 
o   Planning and Zoning Commission 

o   Police Commission 

o   Environmental Protection Commission 

o   Architectural Review Board 

o   Zoning Board of Appeals  

o   Fire Marshall  
 

The most recent determination was reached by the Zoning Board of Appeals on February 10, 2021 
at the 4th hearing of the 7-Eleven application when the merits of the application and the need for the 
variances was stressed once again by the 7-Eleven representative. The traffic consultant continued to 
emphasize that based on his experience, the 7-Eleven proposed installation will not pose 
a  “significant traffic increase and or danger” on the 2-lane Post Road by the I-95 ramp. 
Click here and scroll down to the "Zoning Board of Appeals 2-10-21" 

Despite the efforts to disguise the projected 7-Eleven installation as a “standard gas station with a 
couple of accessory uses” the Zoning Board of Appeals carefully considered various factors and 
ultimately based their decision to deny the application on the Police Commission determination. 
Click here to read the letter.  

Until a final determination is made by the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Fire Marshall on 
the 7-Eleven application, we must keep vigilant and continue to oppose this ill-suited application. It is 
clear that 7-Eleven aims to draw traffic from I-95 into Darien by advertising cheaper gas, 
freebies and rewards points through the effective use of several apps.  
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We must let our Town officials know that as the gatekeepers, we are counting on them to 
place Darien safety above commercial interests in detriment of our Town.  

Reminder for the next Planning and Zoning Commission Public Hearing scheduled on March 16, 
2021 at 7:30 PM. 

We encourage you to remain engaged and share with the community. 
 
 
 


