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FORWARD 

 

FORWARD 

 

One of the advantages of living in Darien is access to the Connecticut shoreline.  Diminished open space locally has placed a greater emphasis on shoreline assets to the 

residents of Darien.  In May 2005, the Town of Darien Parks and Recreation Commission hired the joint team of Stearns & Wheler, LLC and Von Ohlsen Design 

Associates to prepare a Master Plan for Weed Beach Park.  The Weed Beach Master Plan is an upgrade and expansion of an existing, heavily used, ±22 acre park 

facility that contains a public beach, light craft launch area, picnic area, tennis courts, paddle tennis 

courts, children play area, a number of buildings, ±250 parking spaces, and undeveloped woods.  The 

property was purchased in 1953 and added to in 1976 and was dedicated by the Representative Town 

Meeting on June 10, 1985 ñfor public open space and recreational purposeò. 

 

Weed Beach Park is an extraordinarily valuable asset to the Town of Darien.  The Park, with its diverse 

existing facilities is used by a number of different Town groups or stakeholders.  Contained within are 

both active and passive recreational activities.  While the park is located on the waterfront, there are 

activities that are non-water related.  Through the years, many stakeholders have chosen Weed Beach for 

their activities and programs.  Weed Beach is a treasure to the Town and considered a precious jewel by 

many residents.  In an effort to include the needs and desires of the public as well as stakeholder groups, 

the Commission has completed a comprehensive plan for Weed Beach Park. 
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PROCESS 

 

The Weed Beach Park Master Plan establishes a vision for the optimal utilization of the park as a shoreline recreational area with active and passive uses.  The vision 

was developed through numerous public meetings and other outreach efforts where the stakeholders and the community at large could express their concerns, ideas and 

desires for the best use of Weed Beach Park.  The Master Plan is intended to be used as a blue print for future improvements to the park and provide an orderly process 

to achieve the goals set forth.  The Master Plan provides guidance as to the location, design and operation of key features. 

 

The consultant team prepared a list of five (5) tasks in order to develop the final Master Plan.  With the assistance from the Parks and Recreation Commission, the 

consultants reached out to the stakeholder groups and sampled their opinion through public meetings, questionnaires, and input gathered through an email address 

provided at both the Townôs home website as well as the Parks and Recreational website.   With the knowledge gained through these meetings, a preliminary design 

concept was generated.  These meetings provided a clear consensus on the issues, needs, and desires of the people.  

 

Task 1 ï Data Gathering 

1. Review 1995 Darien Town Plan of Development 

2. Review 1996 Darien Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan 

3. Review 2001 Parks and Recreation Beach Survey 

4. Review 2006 Town Plan draft 

5. Review updated survey of Weed Beach property 

6. Visit site and perform an inventory and evaluation of existing features and conditions 

7. Prepare a site analysis and site plan illustrating observed constraints and opportunities to be considered in development of Master Plan 

 

Task 2 ï Solicit Input  
1. Meet with Directors of P&Z, Public Works and Parks and Recreation Departments to present our initial observations and solicit their input.   

2. Develop schedule for meeting with stakeholders* and lead a Public Meeting 

3. Discuss development of link on Town website for stakeholders and citizens to voice their opinions.  Link would send email to Stearns and Wheler, LLC. 

4. Identify and develop a procedure for notifying stakeholders and ask them to appoint a spokesperson for each stakeholder group with a list of ñdesiresò.   

5. Develop a survey to help stakeholders think about their ideas (Questionnaire) 

 

Task 3 ï Solicit Input and Prioritize  

1. Meet with stakeholders* in a series of meetings.   

2. Each session conducted as a workshop/charrette.  The purpose is to get input, not to force ideas. 

3. Meet with Parks and Recreation Commission and review ówish listô of stakeholders. 

4. Prioritize list based on these discussions and create a basic master plan design program for park. 
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Task 4 ï Concept Plan 

1. Prepare several concepts for the Master Plan and present to Park and Recreation Commission. 

2. Present concepts approved by Park and Recreation to Public and stakeholders at a public meeting.  

3. Allow input and revise concepts based on outcome of these meetings. 

4. Present final concept plan to Public and stakeholders. 

5. Present Master Plan to Board of Selectmen. 

 

Task 5 ï Develop Master Plan 

1. Based on consensus, develop final Master Plan.    

 

 

* Stakeholders: 

 Friends of Weed Beach 

 Beautification Commission 

 Darien YMCA 

 Darien Senior Menôs Club 

 RTM Park and Recreation Committee 

 Darien Sailing Program 

 Darien Youth Commission 

 Darien Audubon 

 Darien Land Trust 

 Darien Nature Center 

 Darien YMCA


