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FORWARD

One of the advantages ofihg in Darien is access to the Connecticut shoreline. Diminished open space locally has placed a greater emphdsie assttsrmo the
residents of Darien.n May 2005, the Town of DarieRarks and Recreation Commissioined the joint team of 8arns & WhelerLLC and Von Ohlsen Design
Associates to prepameMaster Plan for Weed Beach Park. The Weed Beach MasteisPdanupgrade and expansion of an existing, heavily used, +22 acre park
___ facility that contains a public beach, light craft laurariea, picnic area, tennis courts, paddle tennis
Y/ courts, children play area, a number of buildings, 250 parking spaces, and undeveloped Mm@ods.
property was purchased in 1953 amtted to in1976 and was dedicated by tRepresentativ@ own

MeetingonJ une 10, 1985 Afor public open space and]|r

Weed BeachPark isan extraordinarily valuable asset to the Town of Darien. The Rartkits diverse
existingfacilities is used by a number of different Town groupsstakeholders.Cortained withinare

— N 1 both active and passive recreational activities. While the park is located on the waterfront, there are

WEED BE ACH PARK Sl activities thatare norwater related. Through the years, many stakeholders have chosen Weed Beach for
| their activities and prograsn Weed Beach is a treasure to the Town and considered a preciousyjewel

DARIEN PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION gl many residets. In an effort to include the needs and desires of the public as well as stakeholder grougs,

¥ the Commission has completed a comprehensive plan for Weed Beach Park.




PROCESS

The Weed Beach Park Master Plan establiahvesion for the optimal utilization of the park aslaorelinerecreational area witactive andoassive uses. #vision

was developed through numerous public meetings and other outreach effortsherstadeholders aritde communityat largecould express their concerns, ideas and
desires for the best use of Weed Beach Park. The Master Plan is intended to be used as a blue print for future imjortvepaitsnd provide an orderly process
to achieve the goals set forth. The Master Plan provides guidance as to the location, design and operation of key features.

The consultant teaprepared list of five (5) tasks in order to develop the final Master Plan. With the assistance from thenddRlexreation Commission, the
consultants reached out to the stakeholder groups and sampled their opinion through public meetings, questionnairegath@daedghbrough an email address
provided at both the Town 0 sdRhcocatienalwebbiteWith the kaosvledgesglaihed thrsugh tliese mBedingk & preiinmnary design
concept was generated. These meetings provided a clear consensus on the issues, desdsgHride people.

Task 17 Data Gathering

Review 1995 Darieifown Plan of Development

Review 1996 Darien Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan

Review 2001 Parks and Recreation Beach Survey

Review2006Town Plan draft

Review updated survey df¥eed Beaclproperty

Visit site and perform an inventory and evaluatioexisting features and conditions

Prepare a site analysis and site plan illustrating observed constraints and opportunities to be considered in devéliasteeritiah

NOoOOhkWNE

Task 21 Solicit Input
1. Meet with Directors of P&Z, Public Works and Parks and Rene&tepartment$o present our initial observations and solicit their input.
2. Develop schedule for meeting with stakeholders* and lead a Public Meeting
3. Discuss development of link on Town website for stakeholders and citizens to voice their opinidnsoulthsend email to Stearns and WhelarC.
4. Identify and develop a procedure for notifying stakeholders and ask them to appoint a spokesperson for each stakehelder groupa desiress.t o f A
5. Develop a survey to help stakeholders think about ttieas (Questionnaire)

Task 371 Solicit Input and Prioritize
1. Meet with stakeholders* in a series of meetings.
2. Each session conducted as a workshop/charrette. The purpose is to get input, not to force ideas.
3. Meet with Parks and Recreation Commissionarelvi ew o6wi sh |1 i stdé6 of stakehol der s.
4. Prioritize list based on these discussions and create a basic master plan design program for park.




Task 47 Concept Plan
1. Prepare several concepts for the Master Plan and present to Park and Recreation Commission.
2. Prent concepts approved by Park and Recreation to Public and stakeholders at a public meeting.
3. Allow input and revise concepts based on outcome of these meetings.
4. Present final concept plan to Public and stakeholders.
5. Present Master Plan to Board of Selesmtm

Task 51 Develop Master Plan
1. Based on consensus, develop final Master Plan.

* Stakeholders:
Friends of Weed Beach
Beautification Commission
Darien YMCA
Darien Senior Menbés Club
RTM Park and Recreation Committee
Darien Sailing Program
Darien Youth Commission
Darien Audubon
Darien Land Trust
Darien Nature Center
Darien YMCA




